
 

 
 

DOC NYC VISIONARIES TRIBUTE TO HONOR 
MARTIN SCORSESE, MICHAEL APTED, 
STEVEN BOGNAR & JULIA REICHERT, 

AND CYNTHIA LOPEZ ON NOVEMBER 7 
 

New York, Sept. 3, 2019 - DOC NYC, America’s largest documentary festival, celebrating its 
10th edition November 6-15, announced the honorees for its annual Visionaries Tribute, which 
will take place on November 7 at Manhattan’s Gotham Hall. Veteran filmmakers Martin 
Scorsese and Michael Apted will receive Lifetime Achievement recognition. The Robert and 
Anne Drew Award for Documentary Excellence will go to Steven Bognar and Julia 
Reichert (American Factory; A Lion in the House) and the Leading Light Award will go to 
Cynthia Lopez, Executive Director of New York Women in Film & Television. 
 
“For DOC NYC’s 10th anniversary, we’re honored to host Martin Scorsese and Michael Apted 
whose dedication to nonfiction filmmaking has been constant throughout their careers,” said 
DOC NYC’s Artistic Director Thom Powers. “As we move into the splendid venue of Gotham 
Hall, this will be a memorable day for the documentary film community.” 
 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
The Lifetime Achievement Award honors individuals with a substantial body of film work. Past 
recipients are Wim Wenders, Orlando Bagwell, Sheila Nevins, Errol Morris, Stanley Nelson, 
Jonathan Demme, Barbara Kopple, Jon Alpert, Frederick Wiseman, D.A. Pennebaker, Chris 
Hegedus and Albert Maysles. 
 
The 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award goes to: 
 
Martin Scorsese has interwoven documentary making throughout his distinguished career. His 
latest nonfiction work is Rolling Thunder Revue: A Bob Dylan Story. Among his other acclaimed 
nonfiction films are The 50 Year Argument; George Harrison: Living in the Material World; No 
Direction Home: Bob Dylan; The Blues; My Voyage to Italy; The Last Waltz; A Personal Journey 
with Martin Scorsese Through American Movies; Public Speaking; and Italianamerican. His 
latest project is the narrative feature The Irishman. 
 
Michael Apted is the director of the ground-breaking 7 Up series, a study of the British class 
system that brings forth a new film every seven years. The latest film in his series, 63 Up, 
presented by BritBox, will be released in fall 2019. His other documentaries include Married in 



America; Me & Isaac Newton; Moving the Mountain; Inspirations; Incident at Oglala; and Bring 
on the Night. 
 
ROBERT AND ANNE DREW AWARD FOR DOCUMENTARY EXCELLENCE 
The Robert and Anne Drew Award for Documentary Excellence is named for the pioneering 
husband and wife filmmaking team. The award includes a $5,000 cash prize to the filmmakers 
contributed by Drew Associates, under the helm of Jill Drew. The award honors a mid-career 
filmmaker or partnership that excels in observational filmmaking. Past recipients include 
Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi and Jimmy Chin, Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady, Dawn Porter, Kim 
Longinotto, and Laura Poitras. 
 
The 2019 Robert and Anne Drew Award goes to: 
 
Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert are the filmmaking team behind this year’s American 
Factory; the Oscar-nominated short The Last Truck: Closing of a GM Plant; and the feature A 
Lion in the House. Reichert was Oscar-nominated for her documentary feature films Union 
Maids and Seeing Red: Stories of American Communists. Her first film was Growing Up 
Female, which is on the National Film Registry. Bognar’s solo films are Personal Belongings, 
Picture Day and Gravel. 
 
LEADING LIGHT AWARD 
The Leading Light Award honors an individual making a critical contribution to documentary in 
a role other than as a filmmaker. The past recipients are Tabitha Jackson, Cara Mertes, Molly 
Thompson, Tom Quinn and Dan Cogan. 
 
The 2019 Leading Light Award goes to: 
 
Cynthia Lopez is the Executive Director of New York Women in Film & Television. She is the 
former Commissioner of the New York City’s Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment. Prior 
to working as Commissioner she was Executive Vice President and co-Executive Producer of 
the award-winning PBS documentary series American Documentary | POV, and was involved in 
the organization’s strategic growth and creative development for 14 years. 
 
Support for the Visionaries Tribute comes from Netflix. Additional support comes from 
Supporting Sponsor National Geographic Documentary Films and Signature Sponsors 
Bloomberg Philanthropies and NEON. 
 
FESTIVAL SPONSORS 
 
The festival is made possible by: 
 
Leadership Sponsor Netflix  
 
Major Sponsors A&E IndieFilms, HBO Documentary Films, History Films, Kanopy 



 
Supporting Sponsors National Geographic Documentary Films, SHOWTIME® Documentary 
Films, Topic Studios  
 
Leading Media Sponsors New York Magazine, WNET New York Public Media 
 
Signature Sponsors Bloomberg Philanthropies, ESPN, Mayor's Office of Media and 
Entertainment, NEON, Participant Media  
 
Event Sponsors Cowan, DeBaets, Abrahams & Sheppard LLP; Fox, Rothschild LLP; Frankfurt 
Kurnit Klein & Selz; Hulu; Impact Partners; MTV; SVA MFA Social Documentary Film  
 
Friends of the Festival include Agile Ticketing, Cinepolis, Kickstarter, Posteritati, Ptex, and 
Wheelhouse Creative 
 
For information about attending the Visionaries Tribute Luncheon, please contact Jen Kim 
(jen@docnyc.net)  
 

Images and Bios of Visionaries Tribute honorees: 
https://bit.ly/31EjsXn 

 
For media-specific inquiries, please contact: 
Susan Norget Film Promotion 
212-431-0090 
Susan Norget, susan@norget.com 
Jared Chambers, jared@norget.com 
 
 


